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NOTE Bl 1TE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 


to tbs 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 


on 

OFFICE OF SPECIAL FRCJfCTS 
Reference: i<SC 10/1 


At its 13th Meeting the Motional Security Council approved the 
Directive in NSC 10/l subject to celcction of paragraph 3-d and amend- — 
r.-.dnts to paragraphs }-?. and <j and h. 

The revised Directive, as approved, is circulated herewith to 
the Council for information and to the Director of Central Intelligence 
for appropriate action. 

Special security precautions are being taken in the handling 
fef thin report. For this reason it is suggested tnct each ner.icer of the 
Council may wish to reuurn his copy for filing in x.ho office ci" the 1 
Executive Secretary, where it will be held available upon request. 


SIDNEY V. T . SOUEES 
Executive Secretary 

/ 

Distributiont 

The Secretary of state 
The Secretary of Defense 
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Resources Board 
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1. The li.iMon.il security Council., Cabiuj cor".i'.'.or.co of the 

Vidus covert activities of the Uf.il, .its satellite countries ...- 
c:r.l ca.--vr.isl creeps to discredit and defeat the aims and aefivi- 
ties (file United States red other Uestorn covers, has determined 
t;::-t. ir. tie interests cf vorld r.er.co. and 05 national security, the 
c vert fereif’i activities of the t'S Government rust be supplementsd 
by covert operations - - 

1 

2. The Central lntellic.cr.ee Acer.ay is charged by the national 
Security Council with conduct^ cspicnapo one countcr-cupionapo 
one-rations abroad. It therefore secrr.s desirable, Ter opera tiennl 
reasons, not to create a rev ayer.cy fer covert operations, but in 

in-c of peace to place the responsibility for then vritliin the 
tis'ctiii'c of the Central lnteliirer.ee Arer.cy and correlate them 
vith espionage and countcr-espicunnc- operations ■under the ovcr-sU. 
control cf the Director cf Central Intelligence. 

3. Therefore, under the authority cf Section 102(d) (Jj) cf the 
labicr.al Pcci'rity Act of 19/17, the Rational Security Council hereby 
directs that in tine cf peace: 


~ r-: . 

d » . Jt\ 1 f i o-.a v 


D.r Svccic?. Projects sh-?.TX V:c crcni.cd. 
irithiTI zciz Control A-c^ny* to n inn and conduct 

•covert ore-rations: and in ccordir.atica with the joint Chiefs 


of Staff to plan and prepare 
tionr. in wartime. 


f !\r, 


.!;e cor/iuc 1’ of such opera- 


!Ci oy the 


b. • A highly qualified person, no nine, ted . 

SecrcTnyy of State, acceptable to the Director of Central 
•Intelligence and approved by the haticral Security Council, 
shell be appointed as Cjpicf of the Office cf Special Pro¬ 
jects, 

c. The Chief cf the Office of Special projects 
shall - report directly to the Director of Central Intelli¬ 
gence. 3-'or purposes of security end of flexibility of 
operations, and to the arclnu (’/.'■re: consistent with 
efficiency, the Office of Special Projects shall operate 
independently of other components' of Central Intdliccr.ee 
Ai Coney. 
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d. The Dircclor of Cen'-rnl Intelligence- shall bo 
j-ecponeible Tor: 

( 1 ) linen ring, through designated rcprcscnta- 
•• lives .of the Secretary of Slate mid of the S c .-c rot ary j 

. . <jf 1J C fcr.se, that covert- operations (’.re planned end 

conducted in a r.onucr consistent with US fcroign cuid ' 
nilitnrv policies and with overt aetivitiec. In dis — 

?Crccr-’.ents arising betwe cr. the Director of Centra}. j 

Intelligence and t!:e representative of the Deere tar-/ 
of State or the Secretary cf Defense over such plans. 

Cue natter shell bo referred to the feticual fecarity 
Council for decision. . . * 

, .(2) •• £n curing that plans for wartime-cevert oper- 

/ - ‘ r.tions are a}.so dram up with the assistance cf a 

representative cf the Joint Chiefs of Staff and arc 
accepted \v the latter ns coin-- consistent with and 
complementary to approved plans for wartime military 
operations. •• . ■ - 


(3) Inf err. ins, through appropria^ 


channel 


a~cr.c'cs of the Up. Govern no-at. both at hone and abroad 
- .(inchedin~ dialectic and military representatives in 
each a-c-a), of such operations as will affect then. 


Covert opfrr.tlcrio yovtri in to t'cor:o:;_c viovC <2 ro 
will he conducted by the Office of Special Projects under 
• the evidence .of the cepartr.ents and a~.cr.cies rcsrcnsisle 
• /or the planning of economic warfare„ . . •■ ... ... 

' ’ • £" Supplemental funds for the conduct of the pro¬ 

posed - co-irations for fiscal year Ifh? shall be i-.v.:ud.L.-,teiy 
"requested. Thereafter operational funds for these purposes 
• • shall be included in normal Ccutral Intelligence Agency 

Du fact requests. . . j ,-, w * 

h. In tine of war, o: when the President directs, all plans 
for covert operations shall ho coordinated with the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff. In active theater:: of war where Amarican forces are 
engrved, covert aprratior.s will Vo corah.'.-.icd under the. direct, co 
ir.-J:d of th.e America:: theater Co.uunnder and orders therefor will bo 
trnnr.-.-.’.Ltte:! through the Joint Chief:- of Staff unless otherwise 


directed tv t 1 


10 fresident. 


t 5. As used in this directive, "covert operations" are 
understood to be all activities (except as noted herein) which 
are conducted or sponsored by this government against hostile 
foreign states or groups or in support of friendly foreign states 
or groups but which are so planned and conducted that any US 
Government responsibility for them, is not evident to unauthor¬ 
ized persons and that if uncovered the US Government can 

- ? - * 
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL DIRECTIVE 

on 

OFFICE OF SPECIAL PROJECTS 


1. The National Security Council, taking cognizance of the 
vicious covert activities of the USSR, its satellite countries and 
Communist groups to discredit and defeat the aims and activi¬ 
ties of the United States and other Western powers, has determined 
that, in the interests of world peace and US national security, the 
overt foreign activities of the US Government must be supplemented 
by covert operations. 

2. The Central Intelligence Agency is charged by the National 
Security Council with conducting espionage and counter-espionage 
operations abroad. It therefore seems desirable, for operational 
reasons, not to create a new agency for covert operations, but in 
time of peace to place the resonsibility for them within the 
structure of the Central Intelligence Agency and correlate them 
with espionage and counter-espionage operations under the over-all 
control of the Director of Central Intelligence. 

3. Therefore, under the authority of Section 102(d)(5) of the 
National Security Act of 1947, the National Security Council hereby 
directs that in time of peace: 

a. A new office of Special Projects shall be created 
within the Central Intelligence Agency to plan and conduct 
covert operations; and in coordination with the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff to plan and prepare for the conduct of such opera¬ 
tions in wartime. 

b. A highly qualified person, nominated by the 
Secretary of State, acceptable to the Director of Central 
Intelligence and approved by the National Security Council 
shall be appointed as Chief of the Office of Special Pro- 
j ects. 


c. The Chief of the Office of Special Projects 
shall report directly to the Director of Central Intelli¬ 
gence. For purposes of security and of flexibility of 
operations, and to the maximum degree consistent with 
efficiency, the Office of Special Projects shall operate 
independently of other components of Central Intelligence 
Agency. 
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d. The Director of Central Intelligence shall be 
responsible for: 

(1) Ensuring, through designated representa¬ 
tives of the Secretary of State and of the Secretary 
of Defense, that covert operations are planned and 
conducted in a manner consistent with US foreign and 
military policies and with overt activities. In dis¬ 
agreements arising between the Director of Central 
Intelligence and the representative of the Secretary 
of State or the Secretary of Defense over such plans, 
the matter shall be referred to the National Security 
Council for decision. 

(2) Ensuring that plans for wartime covert oper¬ 
ations are also drawn up with the assistance of a 
representative of the Joint Chiefs of Staff and are 
accepted by the latter as being consistent wi*:h and 
complementary to approved plans for wartime military 
operations. 

(3) Informing, through appropriate channels, 
agencies of the US Government, both at home and abroad 
(including diplomatic and military representatives in 
each area), of such operations as will affect them. 

e. Covert operations pertaining to economic warfare 
will be conducted by the Office of Special Projects under 
the guidance of the departments and agencies responsible 
for the planning of economic warfare. 

f. Supplemental funds for the conduct of the pro¬ 
posed operations for fiscal year 1949 shall be immediately 
requested. Thereafter operational funds for these purposes 
shall be included in normal Central Intelligence Agency 
Budget requests. 

4. In time of war, or when the President directs, all plans 
for covert operations shall be coordinated with the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff. In active theaters of war where American forces are 
engaged, covert operations will be conducted under the direct com¬ 
mand of the American Theater Commnder and order therefor (sic) will be 
transmitted through the Joint Chiefs of Staff unless otherwise 
directed by the President. 

*5. As used in this directive, ’'covert operations" are 
understood to be all activities (except as noted herein) which 
are conducted or sponsored by this government against hostile 
foreign states or groups in support of friendly foreign states 
or groups but which are so planned and conducted that any US 
Government reponsibility for them is not evident to unathor- 
ized persons and that if uncovered the US Government can 
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plausibly disclaim any responsibility for them. Specifi¬ 
cally, such operations shall include any covert activities 
related to: propaganda, economic warfare, preventive direct 
action, including sabotage, anti-sabotage, demolition and 
evacuation measures; subversion against hostile states, in¬ 
cluding assistance to underground resistance movements, guerrillas 
and refugee liberations groups, and support of indigenous anti¬ 
communist elements in threatened countries of the free world. Such 
operations shall not include armed conflict by recognized military 
forces, espionage, counter-intelligence, and cover and deception for 
military operations. 

6. This Directive supersedes the directive contained in 
NSC 4-A, which is hereby cancelled. 



